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FREDERICK LEWIS BATTLE DAY


WHEREAS, we mourn the passing of Frederick Lewis Battle, a highly respected and well-loved leader of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro community who leaves behind his wife, Angeline, four children, thirteen grandchildren and one great-grandchild; and

WHEREAS, throughout his life, Mr. Battle fought for justice and social equality; while a student at North Carolina A&T State University in the 1960’s he participated in the history-making protests against Woolworth’s in Greensboro, North Carolina, an effort that served as a catalyst for nationwide civil rights efforts that followed; and

WHEREAS, he continued his quest for social justice by co-founding the Orange County Rainbow Coalition of Conscience in 1982 with fellow activist John Keyon “Yonni” Chapman; and

WHEREAS, still fighting for equality and justice, Mr. Battle founded the Chapel Hill-Carrboro branch of the NAACP in 1987, and served as its president for over 20 years; and 

WHEREAS, in his youth he was a student in segregated schools where he was educated with second-hand books passed down from the white schools, and his elementary school was so crowded that for his first two years the students only received a half day of instruction; still, he was a strong proponent of education and served on the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City School Board from 1985 until 1990; and 

WHEREAS, his commitment to the community was further exemplified by his choice of career, working with the Town of Chapel Hill in positions that included Director of Hargraves Community Center and Parks Superintendent; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Battle’s passion, kindness, and strong moral convictions made him a shining example to all members of our community; he was a powerful force for positive change, someone who helped to shape our community during turbulent times; someone who will not be forgotten, but will surely be missed.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that I, Lydia E. Lavelle, Mayor of the Town of Carrboro, North Carolina, do hereby proclaim Monday, April 8, 2019 as Frederick Lewis Battle Day in the Town of Carrboro. I encourage all residents to reflect upon the life of this extraordinary person and strive, as he did, to make this community and the world a more just and equitable place.

This the 8th day of April 2019.                                                                              
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